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Ensure all equipment used is clean and free of potential disease
You can grow plants from seeds or via cuttings.  Different plants respond well to different methods.
· Seeds need ventilation
· Cuttings need mini eco system such as plastic cover, plastic bag etc
It is best to use potting mix specifically for native plants which like an acidic environment.  Osmocote make such a mix.  Plants of Tasmania make such a mix also (Hobart) Mitre 10- Debco Premium Native potting mix. $14.80
Jim makes his own potting mix:
· ¾ part - Hammer milled pine bark (quite acidic).  Available from “Dig This” at Don
· ¼ part sand – ensure it is rough particles (not smooth – tiny pebbles / gravelly - but not dusty)
· Add Osmocote fertiliser (in a wheelbarrow mix, Jim would use 3 tiny vegemite jars full of this)
You can sieve the sand to get the “fines” out which can be used for planting tiny seeds / plants.
Seed Collection
· Cut off the flower head or seed pod
· Pop in a plastic container or jar or paper bag
· Leave on window sill until seeds fall out
Growing from seed
Prepare the punnet
· Potting mix containing pearlite on the bottom
· Pearlite can be coarse or fine and masks need to be used when handling
· Coarse sand layer
· Finally fine sand layer
· Tamp (ie press down on it)
· Sprinkle seed over prepared punnet (quite thickly)
· Sprinkle fine sand over and tamp
· If the seed is larger, use coarser sand on seed and then tamp
· Fine spray water over the top
· Sit aside in a ventilated area 
· Fine spray daily until germinates
Pricking out the plants is where the clumps of plants are separated out into separate plants.
· Prepare pots with potting mix
· Separate out a clump of plants from the mass growing
· Pull off one plant
· Cut off the roots
· Make a hole in each pot with a “dibber”
· Insert one plant into the hole, ensuring the roots are downwards

Growing from cuttings
· Small gardening scissors are helpful for this
· Rainforest type plants are best propagated from May onwards
· Cut a small tip / “branch” / “twig” 
· Remove the lower leaves and “scar the twig
· The roots will grow from where these leaves were removed
· Dip the base of the cutting in “Clonex” which is a rooting hormone gel.  The purple one is for “difficult” plants and green gel is used for most things.
· Then push into either
· the brown plug that fits into the polystyrene tray (these can be purchased from service called Waratah in Launceston)  Trays can also be cut into smaller trays with hand saw.
· Pearlite (much harder to get to stay upright
· Pearlite and peat combination (or coconut fibre instead of peat)
· Once the cutting has rooted, then plant into small square pot with potting mix.
· Keep in the shade for 2-4 weeks to allow it to establish
· Plant can then go out into the sun.  
· Depending on plant, may need shade. (eg rainforest plants will need a shady area)

VISIT TO BUNNINGS ON WAY HOME
· Hormone gel -“Red” for hardwood cuttings and “Purple” for softwood and semi-hardwood cuttings.  Small tub (50ml) is about $15-16
· Perlite 5L $9.94 – “Improves aeration and drainage in soils”
· Perlite 25L $29.98
· Propagation sand 5L $6.37
· Peat Moss 5L $9.92
· Coir Seed Raising Mix 30L $12.98 (Coir is coconut fibre)

