Upgrade of the Midway Point and Sorell causeways
Wildcare Friends of Lumeah Point
c/o Garry Hulme
Dear Garry,
I am writing to update you and members of Wildcare Friends of Lumeah Point on planned work for the threatened live-bearing seastar, Parvulastra vivipara, associated with the proposed upgrade of the Midway Point and Sorell causeways.
We recognise your group’s involvement in conservation projects for this species and will welcome any questions or local observations relevant to the planned work.
The proposed causeway upgrades are expected to result in the unavoidable loss of a small portion of seastar habitat, with temporary disturbance to some other areas during construction. Building Tasmania has engaged marine scientists to assess these impacts and develop measures to minimise harm to the species.
In 2024, suitable rubble material was added to three rock-platform sites to expand available habitat: two in Pitt Water and one in Pipe Clay Lagoon. The Pitt Water sites have been naturally colonised and now support many hundreds of seastars. The site in Pipe Clay Lagoon lacks adjacent native habitat and therefore natural colonisers, but a trial translocation of the seastar to the site has been monitored over three years and demonstrated that the created habitat is very suitable for the species. In contrast to the two Pitt Water sites, the Pipe Clay Lagoon site is reliant on receiving translocated animals to achieve conservation outcomes for the species.
Monitoring at the Pipe Clay Lagoon site has found no oyster colonisation of the rubble material and very low numbers of other introduced species. Its location on a wide intertidal platform also makes it less vulnerable to seagrass accumulation. Establishing a population here may help strengthen the lagoon’s seastar population following declines in areas of natural habitat.
A translocation is planned for February - March 2027. Marine scientists will move seastars from sections of the western causeway expected to be affected by construction to the created habitat in Pipe Clay Lagoon. This work will follow methods demonstrated to be successful in trials and approved by a specialist State Government translocation assessment panel.
Following construction, the intention is to return individuals to causeway areas where habitat disturbance is only temporary during construction. The translocation work is not expected to interfere with commercial or recreational activities in either waterway.
Please feel free to contact me to discuss the planned work. You are welcome to share this update with members. If useful, we can also provide a shorter summary from Building Tasmania for consideration in your newsletter.
Kind regards,
Simon
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